The antioxidant activity of curcumin, 1,7-bis(4-hydroxy-3-methoxyphenyl)-1,6-heptadiene-3
been reported to exhibit antiflammatory 13) and anti-thrombotic properties 14 ) . It has also been found to inhibit the mutagenicity of benz [a ]pyrene and 7 , 12-dimethylbenz [ 1 ] anthracene 15) and also to inhibit tumor-promotion 16) .
From its structure, it is not surprising that curcumin acts as an antioxidant.
However, it has been also observed that, under certain conditions, curcumin accelerates oxygen radical formation by reducing ferric ion to give more active iron(II ) ion 17) , 18) The antioxidant activity of curcumin, especially the chemical reactivity toward peroxyl radical, has not been evaluated quantitatively, and the present study has been undertaken to assess the activity of curcumin as a radical-scavenging antioxidant against lipid peroxidation in a model system which is suitable for kinetic study. Curcumin was consumed by the radicals generated from AMVN (Fig.-3) . The rate of consumption of curcumin increased with an increasing concentration of AMVN, corresponding to an increasing rate of radical flux. In the absence of radical initiator, curcumin was not consumed appreciably.
The consumption of curcumin and 2,2,5,7,8-pentamethyl-6 -chronamol (PMC) induced by free radicals when they were present together is shown in Fig.-4 .
PMC was consumed predominantly at first while curcumin was spared and then consumed after PMC was substantially depleted. In Figure-5 
